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 I love Advent. It is absolutely my favorite time of the year with the music and the 
lights and the trees and just a general sense that humanity is looking out for one another more 
than we usually do. And I love watching children at this time of year, especially my own. For 
them, Advent and Christmas are still something so new. They are excited because they know 
that Santa is going to bring them surprises, but they also get excited by all the things that we 
do at church.  

 Each year, the children hear the story of Jesus’s birth once again in Sunday School 
and Worship and Wonder. Each week during Advent, they make their way one step closer to 
Bethlehem and to the birth of the Christ child. They light candles, reminding themselves that 
light has come into the world and that the dark did not overcome it. And they are reminded 
that Jesus is the light and that he shares his light with each of us so that our lights can shine as 
well.  

 It is my hope that each of us can remember the light that shines within us and share 
that light with others. Look into joining the Missions Committee as they take poinsettias to our 
homebound members, or as they shop for Christmas presents for youths who have aged out 
of other programs, or as they celebrate Christmas at Thompson Hood. Join us on Sunday 
mornings as we work our way through Advent using the hymn “Silent Night”. Join us for the 
Longest Night service on December 21, as we remember those we have loved and lost. Join us 
on Christmas Eve for a traditional service of candlelight and Lessons and Carols as we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus once again. And join us on Christmas Day as we have a fun worship 
service centered on “The Twelve Days of Christmas”. 

 So, let our light shine in the darkness, because out light comes from THE LIGHT and 
darkness cannot overcome it. 

Peace and Love, 

Ann 



  BCC will host a holiday luncheon immediately following the 
worship service as we celebrate the Christmas season as a 
church family. We’ll have a bake sale fundraiser and silent 

auction to benefit the Helping Hands Circle. Musical 
entertainment will be provided by the Chancel Choir, led by 

our music director, Laura Foley, along with the worship band 
and guest soloists and groups. Join us for a festive holiday 

afternoon!  

The silent auction will contain items from the Estate of Lyle 
and Emily Shaw. Lyle and Emily contributed much to 

Bridgeport Church over the years. Many of us have fond 
memories of the Shaws. This is an opportunity for you to 

purchase a keepsake while helping a cause that was 
important to both of them. Items will be arranged in lots and 

include bottles, tins, kitchen linens (towels, tablecloths, 
napkins, etc.), decorative crocheted items, some of Emily’s 
aprons, and a golf throw that belonged to Lyle. Please join 

us for this fundraising event!  

Matthew 25:40. “Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.” 
Our BCC food pantry is open and ready for 
donations. This past week, we delivered 
food to two families, one a family of five 
and one a family of eight. Makings for a 
Thanksgiving dinner were included. 

Poinsettias for our homebound will be at 
the church on December 4 for distribution. 

Members will meet at Walmart on 
December 6 at 1:30 to shop for 12 students, 
then back to church for gift wrapping and a 
meal provided by our male members.  

On December 15, we will meet at the church 
at 12:30 for a program and gifts for the 
Thomson-Hood Veterans Center. The 
program will start at 2:00. If you’ve never 
been to the Center, come join us and be 
blessed. 

Fell free to join us for any and all our 
activities. New members are always 
welcome.  

175th Mugs and Ornaments Still 
Available 

 
We have a few mugs and ornaments left 
commemorating our 175th Anniversary.  We are 
asking for a donation of $5 for the mugs and $4 
for the ornaments.  They are located in both the 
narthex and on the table outside the kitchen.  Get 
yours while they last. 
 



 

  



  

 

Longest Night Service 

 December 21, 7:00 pm. 

Please come and worship 
with us as we remember 
our loved ones who are no 
longer here.  
 

December 25:  

No Sunday School 

Special 12 Days of 
Christmas Worship at 
11:00 am 



Have Yourself a Merry, Earth-friendly 
Christmas! 

With the holidays approaching, here are some 
things you can do to make your Christmas 
merry and brighten everyone’s future.  
Shop local to support local merchants while 

saving energy. 
Give experiential gifts such as tickets/gift cards 

to movies, concerts, skiing, sporting events, 
restaurants, etc.  Make time to visit someone 
in need and brighten their holiday. 

Give handmade gifts such as cookies, candy, 
jams, scarves, soaps, etc. 

Donate to a charitable organization or cause in 
the gift recipient’s name, e.g. Heifer 
International, UNICEF, Sierra Club, LIFE 
House for Animals, local shelters and soup 
kitchens, etc.  

Visit the Franklin County Farmers “Holiday 
Market” on the morning of Saturday, 
December 10, from 10 a.m.-1 p.m., and stock 
up on breads, eggs, honey, fresh vegetables, 
pasture-raised meats, soy candles, natural 
bath and body products, and natural holiday 
decor.  

Search Green America’s National Green 
Pages for hundreds of U.S. businesses that 
have been certified as environmentally and 
socially responsible. 

Use reusable bags, tins, scarves or fabric to 
wrap gifts.  If you must use wrapping paper, 
look for paper with recycled content.  Avoid 
foil paper or anything with glitter.  Add raffia 
cord and a bit of natural greenery to spruce 
up the gift.   

Use greeting cards made from recycled content 
and glitter free.  Tree-Free Greetings has 
cards and envelopes made in the USA from 
100 percent post-consumer recycled paper 
made with wind power and printed using 100 
percent solar power.  Recycle used Christmas 
cards to make gift tags. 

Serve meals on reusable plates and cutlery, and 
provide cloth napkins. Not only will this 
decrease the amount of waste going to the 
landfill, it will make you and your guests feel 
extra special. 

Merry Christmas to ALL! 
Your BCC Green Team 



Congregation will take up officers, budget, 
amendments to constitution and bylaws 
in annual meeting Dec. 4 after worship 

 
The congregation will be asked to vote on proposed amendments to the Bridgeport Christian Church 
constitution and bylaws in addition to the 2023 budget and slate of officers in the annual meeting 
Dec. 4 immediately following the worship service. 
 
The proposed amendments would change the quorum requirements for the congregational meeting 
and meetings of the Administrative Board; require the Board to meet monthly but allow the board to 
cancel a regular monthly meeting at its discretion; codify amendments the congregation has adopted 
in the past; and make other minor changes.  
 
We urge you to attend the congregational meeting Dec. 4 in person so you may fully participate in 
any discussion that may take place. For those who are unable to attend or who are uncomfortable 
attending public events at this time, an online voting system has been set up for your use. You should 
have received an email from the church after the Thanksgiving holiday with a link to the online 
voting portal, the proposed 2023 slate of officers and committee chairs, the proposed 2023 budget, 
and a more detailed explanation of the proposed amendments to the constitution and bylaws. If you 
did not receive the email, or if you have any questions, please contact the church office. 
 
The current bylaws require no fewer than 50 votes to constitute a quorum, so please cast a ballot, 
whether in person or online, and make your voices heard! 

Bridgeport Choir News 
December 2022 

’Tis the season is one of those classic holiday phrases we hear year after year. To the modern ear, it may sound old-
fashioned, but I like it. You see, ’tis is a contraction of it is. When we say ’tis the season, we are saying it is the time to 
celebrate Christ coming into the world. Right now! It is not just an event in the past (’Twas the season?), but His com-
ing continues to this day when we accept Him as our Saviour, and He enters our hearts.  

We, too, were born into the world for a purpose, and part of that purpose is to love the best we can, do the least dam-
age possible, and share the Good News of Christ’s birth to the world—in this season and beyond. 

On behalf of the Bridgeport Chancel Choir, we wish you Happy Holidays and a Merry Christmas, and we invite you to 
join us as we continue to lift our hearts and voices in celebration and song, using music as a gift to draw us closer to 
one another and closer to God.  

May we all share the message that ’Tis the season for Christ—the season for giving (and forgiving), the season of 
hope, of peace, of joy, and of love.  

Most of all—love! 

Laura Foley 



Date Greeters Worship Leader Elder Worship & Wonder AV Booth 

12/4  Donna Hedges 
Team 

Ted Sloan Donna Long  Karen Averill & Laura Begin 
(Mary and Joseph show the 
way to Bethlehem) 

 Wayne Begin & Tommy 
Smith  

12/11  Donna Hedges 
Team 

Annette Hayden Ron Kelien  Anita Bolen & Donna Long (The 
Shepherds show the way to 
Bethlehem) 

Larry Hayden &Tommy 
Smith  

12/18  Donna Hedges 
Team 

Don Flinn  Anita Bolen  Donna Long & Karen Averill 
(The Magi show the way to 
Bethlehem) 

Wayne Begin & Tommy 
Smith  

12/25  Donna Hedges 
Team 

Brenda O’Brien Ronda Sloan   Anita Bolen & Kirk Shepherd
(Meeting the Christ Child) 

Larry Hayden & Tommy 
Smith 

 

 

 

December 1, Steve Fry & Kenney Dunavent  

December 6, Chris Yeary & Beth Alford 

December 12, Elizabeth Boston 

December 14, Annastyn Alford & Shellee 
Hayden 

December 15, Ronda Sloan 

December 20, Cathy Rowland 

December 23, Mary Welch 

December 29, Loretta Dunavent 

December 30, John Coffey, Stephanie Craycraft 
& Debbie Rodgers 

 

 

Calendar of Events  
December 4 - 10:00 am Sunday School 
               11:00 am Worship Service 
                         12:00 pm Congregational Meeting 
               4:30 pm Choir Practice 
December 7–  6:00 pm Helping Hands Circle Meeting 
December 11- 10:00 am Sunday School 
               11:00 am Worship Service 
               12:00 pm Holiday Hoopla & Silent Auction  
                 
December 15– 12:30 pm meet at the church to travel to 
Thomson-Hood 
December 18- 10:00 am Sunday School 
                11:00 am Worship Service 
                4:30 pm Choir Practice 
December 21–7:00 pm Longest Night Service 
December 24–9:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 
December 25– No Sunday School 
                11:00 am Special Worship Service 
  



Scriptures and Topics for December  

Who is Bridgeport Christian ? 
Founded in 1846, Bridgeport Christian 
strives to serve God and our community 
in the best way we know how. We are a 
certified Green Chalice Congregation and 
an Open & Affirming Congregation of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
the United States and Canada. 

Worship  Service  

Opportunities 

Facebook  - www.facebook.com/
bridgeportchristian 

YouTube  - www.youtube.com/channel/
UCsZ84Pu5U2KkzvKR26U_VTg 

Bridgeport Christian Church 
175 Evergreen Road 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
http://bridgeportchristian.org 
Phone: 502.223.1165 
secretary@bridgeportchristian.org 
pastor@bridgeportchristian.org 

Staff 

• The Rev. Ann B. Shepherd, Pastor 

• Valerie Drake, Admin. Assistant 

• Laura Foley, Music Director  

Bridgeport 

Christian  

Church 

 

Date Scripture Sermon Topic 
12/4 Psalm 86:9-11; Luke 2:8-20 Glories Stream – Joy 
12/11 Isaiah 9:2; John 1:1-18 Redeeming Grace – Love 

12/18 Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 2:1-12 Let us Sing - Hope 
12/25 Various The 12 Days of Christmas 


