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     This year, Epiphany will be celebrated on January 9th. This will 
also be the first time I have ever celebrated Star Sunday. We will 
once again have stars with words on them that will be available for 
you to pick up, both at the front of the sanctuary and in the narthex.  
     Like I said, I have never done this before, but I like the concept. I 
like the idea that each of us will have a word that we will use to 
center our thoughts and our devotions on this year and to see how it 
shapes us. It will be a beam of light for each of us, a beacon guiding 
us toward Christ, just as the star in Bethlehem was a beacon for the 
magi as they sought the Christ-child. I look forward to seeing how 
the star words bring newness and life to us all in 2022. And I look 
forward to understanding Star Sunday and Star Words a little more 
deeply.  
     As we prepare for Star Sunday, I’d like to share with you a poem 
from the author Ann Weems.  This is called Star-Giving: 

 

What I’d really like to give you for Christmas is a star... 
Brilliance in a package, 
something you could keep in the pocket of your jeans 

or in the pocket of your being. 
Something to take out in times of darkness, 
something that would never snuff out or tarnish, 
something you could hold in your hand, 
something for wonderment, 
something for pondering, 



When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.    Matthew 2:10When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.    Matthew 2:10When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.    Matthew 2:10When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.    Matthew 2:10    

Minister’s Moment Continued … 

By Ted Sloan  
     Have you tried to find or share 
Bridgeport Christian Church’s 
YouTube address, only to find a URL 
with a string of numbers and letters at 
the end? You can help us get a more 
easy-to-find address (like youtube.com/
bridgeportchristianchurch) by 
subscribing to our YouTube page. Just 
log onto your YouTube account (or 
open one if you don’t have one), click 
here to get to the BCC page, and click 
Subscribe. We need 100 subscribers to 
become eligible for a custom YouTube 
address. Subscribe today! 

something that would remind you of 
what Christmas has always meant: 
God’s Advent Light into the darkness of the world. 
But stars are only God’s for giving, 
and I must be content to give you words and wishes  
and packages without stars. 
But I can wish you life 

as radiant as the Star 
that announced the Christ Child’s coming, 
and as filled with awe as the shepherds 

who stood beneath its light. 
And I can pass on to you the love 

that has been given to me, 
ignited countless times by others 

who have knelt in Bethlehem’s light. 
Perhaps, if you ask, God will give you a star.   
 

Peace and Love, 
Ann 

‘Shop’ at the sharing table 
for FREE Christmas gifts 

By Ted Sloan  
     Looking for a few stocking stuffers to wrap up your 
Christmas shopping? Stop by the sharing table in 
Thornton Hall. You will find a variety of books, 
calendars, household items, and more. Everything is 
free! And if you have “gently used” items that you 
want to part with, drop them off at the sharing table so 
someone else can enjoy them – and keep them out of 
the landfill! (No clothes or shoes, please.) 

Schedules  
Worship & Wonder 
Jan. 2 The Boy Jesus in the Temple      Lorrie 

Jan. 9 Jesus is Baptized        Anita  
Jan. 16 Jesus in the Wilderness        Karen  
Jan. 23 The Parable of the Mustard Seed     Lorrie 

Jan. 30  The Parable of the Leaven      Karen  
 

Following Jesus 
Jan. 2 The Baby Jesus Present to God      Brian  
Jan. 9 The Boy Jesus in the Temple       Lorrie 

Jan. 16 Jesus Feeds Five Thousand      Anita 

Jan. 23 The Transfiguration of Jesus      Brian  
Jan. 30  Jesus Heals a Boy        Lorrie 

Help Bridgeport get a 

custom YouTube 

address  
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Your BCC Breeze profile 
helps us serve you better! 

By Ted Sloan 

     Bridgeport Christian Church opened an account on 
Breeze to provide members and staff an easy-to-access 
location to find contact information for BCC members. 
When you set up a Breeze account, you can access 
your personal profile and make any necessary changes 
or updates. 
     Your Breeze profile enables you to enter medical 
information and contact information for emergency 
contacts. This data would be vital in the event of a 
medical emergency. Your Breeze profile also enables 
you to specify how you wish to be contacted by the 
church. Please go to 
bridgeportchristianchurch.breezechms.com and update 
your profile today.  

BCC works around COVID-19 

to hold annual business 
meeting 

175th Anniversary Mugs &  
Ornaments Have Arrived 

By Annette Hayden 
     The commemorative 175th anniversary mugs and 
Christmas ornaments are here! Now you can have these 
mementos of this special time in Bridgeport Christian 
Church history or give them as gifts to show your love 
for your church. 
     The mugs are $6 each, and the Christmas ornaments 
are $5 each. The ornaments are gold glass with our 175th 
anniversary logo in black and red. Wouldn’t you like this 
classy ornament hanging on your tree or showcased in 
your home?  
     You can pick them up at church on Sunday morning 
or reserve yours by calling Annette (223-1579) or 
emailing Annette at ahhayden@aol.com. Ornaments can 
be delivered upon request.   

The Helping Hands Circle will meet on Wednesday, January 5, 2022 at the 
church.  Rhonda Sloan will be joining our meeting for the Year in Review program 
that she does yearly.  All are invited to join us as we worship and study God's 

By Ted Sloan 
     Members of Bridgeport Christian Church elected 2022 
officers, committee chairs, and trustees in its annual 
congregational meeting Dec. 19. 
 

Officers elected were: 
• Chairperson – Ted Sloan 

• Vice chairperson – Diane Dominick 

• Secretary – Angie Grasch 

• Treasurer – Dave Rodgers 

 

Committee chairs elected for 2022 were: 
♦ Elder chair – Ronda Sloan 

♦ Deacon chair – Annette Hayden 

♦ Education – Kim Minter 
♦ Evangelism – Angie Kendall 
♦ Finance and Stewardship – Stephanie Craycraft 
♦ Membership – Betty Martin 

♦ Missions – Donna Hedges and Brenda O’Brien (co-

chairs) 
♦ Policy and Personnel – Marilyn Hughes 

♦ Property – Casey Hayden 

♦ Worship – Laura Begin 

 

     Trustees elected for 2022 were Ron Kelien, Don Morse, 
and Jeff Pratt. 
 

     Steve Minter stepped down as property chair upon the 
conclusion of his term in 2021. On behalf of the 
congregation, thanks to Steve for his service as property 
chair. Marilyn Hughes stepped down as trustee and was 
named Policy and Personnel chair. Diane Dominick stepped 
down as Policy and Personnel chair and was elected vice 
chair. Don Flinn’s term as a trustee also expired in 2021, 
and we thank Don for his steadfast support. 
     Also during the congregational meeting, members 
adopted a $257,700 budget for 2022. The budget was 3.1 
percent lower than the 2021 budget. Treasurer Dave 
Rodgers explained the process of drafting the budget. 
Chairman Ted Sloan pointed out that the offering has 
declined significantly, largely due to conditions created by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but hopefully will rebound when 
the pandemic subsides. 
     Thanks to members who remained for the 
congregational meeting, and thanks to all who voted on the 
electronic voting system that was set up to accommodate 
members who could not be present or who are 
uncomfortable with indoor public gatherings due to the 
pandemic. 

Greeter Schedule  
Jan. 2 - Anita Bolen, Jackie Hensley  

Jan. 9 - Suzy Rogers, Donna Long 

Jan. 16 - Jackie Hensley, Mary Taulbee 

Jan. 23 - Linda Wilson, Angie Kendall 

Jan. 30 - Linda Wilson, Tom Watts 
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Donations for Veterans Needed 
in January 

 
By Ronda Sloan  
     Bridgeport Christian Church members are invited to join 
the 175th Anniversary Committee to collect items during 
January for the two Lexington facilities that are part of the 
Veterans Affairs (VA) Healthcare System. 
     The Bowling Campus (Veterans Drive, near Cooper 
Drive) offers hospital services, surgery, and specialty 
clinics, including the 45-bed dementia unit and hospice/
palliative care. 
     The Sousley Campus (Leestown Road) features primary 
care, clinics, a community living center, and treatment for 
post-traumatic stress disorder and drug/alcohol abuse. 
     The VA also runs clinics in Berea, Hazard, Morehead 
and Somerset. 
     Our own Linda Wilson is actively involved with veterans 
activities and works with the two Lexington facilities. She 
has supplied a list of items needed: 
 

• Pre-wrapped snacks such as crackers and cookies 

• Personal hygiene items such as shower gel, shampoo, 
disposable razors and deodorant (full or travel size) 

• Jigsaw puzzles 

• Adult coloring books with colored pencils (retractable 
to avoid the need for a sharpener) 

• Craft kits (no glue) 
• No-sew blankets for twin beds (Kits can be purchased 

and plans to make blankets are available online) 
• Fidget blankets (Used by dementia patients, these are 

blankets with buttons, zippers, strings, etc., to help with 
basic dressing skills) 

• Sudoku and word puzzle books 

• Sports equipment (Items such as cornhole bags, softball/
basketball equipment, frisbees, golf putter/balls) 

• Popcorn and oil (to be used in a popcorn popper) 
• Aquapaper/Aquapaint (These products are for dementia 

patients. The paint disappears when dry, and the paper 
can be reused.) 

• Gift cards to Kroger (To be used by staff to purchase 
needed items for special events, etc.) 

 

     Due to COVID, used items cannot be accepted at this 
time. An area will be designated in the narthex for donated 
items. We appreciate your assistance with this effort. 

Missions on the Move 

“Let’s do good work with a heart that truly loves God” 

 

By Sissy O’Brien 
     Despite COVID, we have strived to meet our 
ongoing goals of serving needs in our community.  
     With added donations from our congregation, we 
were able to provide Christmas gifts for thirteen 
students in our local school 
system who were not 
eligible for the Salvation 
Army Angel Tree. 
     Tom and Maggie 
Quisenberry shopped and 
delivered gifts to the 
residents of the Thomson-

Hood Veteran Center in 
Wilmore. 
     Also poinsettias were purchased and delivered to 
our homebound members. 
     We will meet in January to discuss mission plans for 
2022.  Keep an eye on our BCC weekly blast for date 
and time. There’s a place for you.  Feel free to join us.  

Welcome New Deacons 

 

By Annette Hayden  
     Bridgeport Christian Church is honored to present 
six individuals who have answered the call to 
deaconship, servants of Christ through service to their 
families, the congregation, and the community. 
     Welcome Jackie Hensley, Suzanne (Suzy) Rogers, 
Hollis Rosenstein, Tommy Smith, Tom Watts, and 
Linda Wilson.   
     An installation of deacons and administrative board 
members will be held during worship on January 9.  
You are a blessing to this body of Christ followers.  
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Middle/High School Youth 

 

By Anita Bolen, Suzy Rogers, Casey Hayden 
     We are so excited to start youth group back on January 9 
at 5 p.m. We are looking forward to seeing you and starting 
to explore the Fathoms of the Bible. On January 16th, we 
are planning to go to Lexington to attend the MLK, Jr. 
program at Transylvania University. It is designed 
especially for 6th -12th grade students, and sponsored by the 
Christian Church in Kentucky. More information will 
follow in early January, but please put it on your calendar. 
We hope you have a restful holiday season and look forward 
to seeing you in church and at youth group. 

Youth Groups Meetings  

Meetings—Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30 from 5-6 pm     ages 4 years to 12th grade 

Page 5 



Green News   

By Annette Hayden 
     “It is becoming more and more apparent that a growing 
climate crisis causes significant suffering for God’s 
children.”  This quote by Rev. Vy Nguyen appeared in last 
month’s Bridge article “Climate Change Affects Week of 
Compassion.”  As tornados ravaged the South and Midwest 
– especially hard-hit western Kentucky – on December 10, 
the “suffering of God’s children” from the climate crisis 
became clear and present. Never in the history of Kentucky 
had tornados left a path of destruction as far-reaching and 
deadly. And Week of Compassion was immediately on the 
ground along with other humanitarian relief organizations, 
just as they have been so many times over the last decade, 
responding to natural disasters that have increased in 
frequency and intensity – flooding, wildfires, hurricanes 
and tornados.  
     With rising temperatures and a warming climate, the 
future undoubtedly will bring more natural disasters of the 
same or greater magnitude.  So why are temperatures rising 
and the climate warming?   
     One reason is the natural processes of time and space, 
heating and cooling – God’s design of the universe.  But, 
we humans have contributed to the recent rapid increase, 
which began with the Industrial Revolution of the 1850s.  
Our dependence on fossil fuels (coal, oil and gas) has 
generated and released significant amounts of carbon 
dioxide and methane gas into the atmosphere in recent 
years.  These atmospheric gases act as a greenhouse, 
trapping the sun’s heat and preventing it from escaping.  
Thus, the rise in Earth’s temperature, resulting in warmer 
oceans, melting glaciers, and rising sea levels. The 
imbalance in ocean temperatures and atmospheric 
conditions sets the stage for the unprecedented natural 
disasters we are experiencing.   
     What can we do?  As Christians, we must let our faith 
and spiritual paths guide us to care for creation by living 
simply, avoiding waste, and loving our neighbors, 
especially the most vulnerable, who are most affected by 
disasters.  

     So let’s start 2022 by committing to climate justice and 
a low-carbon New Year.  You can begin by calculating 
your carbon footprint.  Visit coolclimate.berkeley.edu for 
an online calculator to enter your information on travel, 
home, food, and shopping.  The calculator not only will 
show your results but will direct you to areas that make the 
biggest impact to reduce your carbon footprint – 
transportation, diet, and home energy use. Look for more 
information in future issues of The Bridge.  Until then, let’s 
face the climate crisis head-on by committing to do our part 
to reduce our carbon footprint.  After all, God put His trust 
in us to care for creation and to love our neighbors.  Have a 
Blessed New Year! 

First Chris�an Church in Mayfield, KY.  

Let’s Welcome 2022 with a Climate Justice Commitment 
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Calendar of Events 

1/2—10 am Adult Sunday School Classes  
         (No children’s Sunday School)  
         11 am Worship Service-In-person, Facebook, YouTube 

 

1/5—6 pm Helping Hands Circle Meeting  
         6 pm Choir Rehearsal  
 

1/9—10 am Sunday School Classes  
         11 am Worship Service-In-person, Facebook, YouTube 

          5-6 pm Youth Groups Meetings 

             

1/10—5:30 pm Community Engagement Team on Zoom  
           7 pm 175th Anniversary History Meeting on Zoom  
 

1/12—6 pm Choir Rehearsal  
           7 pm Administrative Board Meeting 

 

1/16—10 am Sunday School Classes  
           11 am Worship Service-In-person, Facebook, YouTube 

           3-5 pm MLK Event for Youth in grades 6-12  
           5-6 pm Younger Youth Group Meeting (ages 4 to 5th grade)  
 

1/19—6 pm Choir Rehearsal  
 

1/23—10 am Sunday School Classes   
           11 am Worship Service-In-person, Facebook, YouTube 

           5-6 pm Youth Groups Meeting   
 

1/25—5:30 pm Book Club Discussion Group 

 

1/26—6 pm Choir Rehearsal  
 

1/30—10 am Sunday School Classes  
           11 am Worship Service-In-person, Facebook, YouTube 

           5-6 pm Youth Groups Meeting  

1/3 Kevin Perkins, Suzanne Rogers   
 

1/10 Kim Minter     
 

1/12 Nick Alford      
 

1/13 Aaron Arflack 

 

1/16 Alyssa Baesler,  Amanda Yeary 

 

1/19 Jamie Bailey   

 

1/20 Landon Arflack 

 

1/25 Debbie Foy 

 

1/29 Susan Rowland-Flynn 

Worship Opportunities 

 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bridgeportchristian 

YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsZ84Pu5U2KkzvKR26U_VTg 

Ways to Continue Your 

Giving to BCC 

• Mail in your Tithes and Offerings! Mail 
is checked every day and deposits are 
made once a week. Our address is 175 
Evergreen Rd., Frankfort, KY 40601. 

• Use our new locked drop box, located by 
the side door of BCC! Our 
Administrative Assistant and our 
Treasurer are the only ones with keys to 
the box. 

• Give using the Givelify app or website. 

Book Club Discussion Group will 

meet on Tuesday, December 28 at 

5:30 pm. The book of the month is 

“Their Eyes Were Watching God” 

by Zora Neale Hurston. January’s 

book will be chosen at the meeting. 
BCC Financial Snapshot 
Giving in November $18,756.25 

Giving to date   $174,819 

Budget to date   $220,000 
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 Who	is	Bridgeport	

Christian	?	

Founded in 1846, Bridgeport 

Chris�an strives to serve God 

and our community in the best 

way we know how. We are a 

cer�fied Green Chalice 

Congrega�on and an Open & 

Affirming Congrega�on of the 

Chris�an Church (Disciples of 

Christ) in the United States and 

Canada. 

Worship  Service  

Opportunities 

 

Facebook  - www.facebook.com/

bridgeportchristian 

YouTube  - www.youtube.com/

channel/

UCsZ84Pu5U2KkzvKR26U_VTg 

Bridgeport	Christian	Church	

175 Evergreen Road 

Frankfort, KY 40601 

 

http://bridgeportchristian.org 

Phone: 502.223.1165 

secretary@bridgeportchristian.org 

pastor@bridgeportchristian.org 

Staff 

• The Rev. Ann B. Shepherd, Pastor 

• Hollis Rosenstein, Dir. of Music 

• Paula McQuate, Admin. Assistant 

• Lorrie Devers, Dir. of Children’s 
Worship  

Bridgeport 

Christian  

Church 

Scriptures, Topics & Volunteers for January  

 

Date Scripture Sermon Titles 

Jan 2 Psalm 66:1-5 

John 1:35-51 

The Call of the Disciples 

Jan 9 Psalm 104:14-16 

John 2:1-11 

The Wedding at Cana 

Jan 16 Psalm 127:1-2 

John 2:13-25 

Jesus Cleanses the Tem-
ple 

Jan 23 Psalm 139:13-18 

John 3:1-21 

Jesus & Nicodemus 

Jan 30 Psalm 42:1-3 

John 4:1-42 

The Woman at the Well 

Worship Leader 

Elder 
Ted Sloan 

Anita Bolen 

Annette Hayden 

Donna Long 

Lorrie Devers 

Ron Kelien 

Anita Bolen  

Jeff Pratt 

Diane Dominick 


