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 This month, for Minister’s Moment, I have invited Anita Bolen, leader of our ChiRho/CYF group, to 
share an experience that she and the youth had at the Regional Martin Luther King Jr. event, held 
on January 15, 2023. 

Peace and Love, 

Ann 

On January 15, I was privileged to take some of our Chi Rho/CYF students to the Martin Luther 
King Jr. event sponsored by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Kentucky. The speaker 
was Devine Carama, and I must say at first I was skeptical that he would have anything to say that 
was meaningful to me. Let me explain why. According to his biographic information, Devine 
Carama is a nationally-renowned 2022 Emmy Award-winning hip-hop artist, educator, 
community activist, and motivational speaker from Lexington, Ky. He is currently employed by 
the Lexington mayor’s office as the director of One Lexington. When I read this, I thought, “What 
does a hip-hop artist have to offer me? I don’t listen to this, but the kids do, so we’ll go.”  

I must say emphatically that I was wrong. He was a powerful speaker from the beginning. His 
message was concise and to the point, and one that not only our youth needed to hear, but one 
every adult in the room needed. Devine Carama reminded me what it meant to be a Christian 
without preaching to me. Every youth and adult was listening, and in a roomful of teens, not a 
single cell phone was in sight.  

This is the core of his message. 

Be Yourself: Nobody can be you. God created you to be you and only you. You tend to get 
comfortable with like people and their messages, but God sometimes sends you different 
messages in different ways. You need to look for common ground with others, even though you 
are different. That way, you are open to new messages. It is OK to be you! Be the best version of 
YOU with confidence. 

Believe in something: What do you believe in that’s bigger than you? What do you believe in so 
much that you will work for it even if you won’t see the results? Some examples he gave were 
Martin Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks – people who believed in a cause and were champions for 
it even though they never saw the final results. 

 (continued on page 2) 



Be brave: Are you brave enough to do the right thing even if it’s not the popular thing? Are you brave enough to speak up when someone 
says something that is disrespectful to others or does something against your moral code even when you may lose a friend or when it’s not 
the popular train of thought in that crowd? Are you brave enough to be you instead of blending in with everyone else?  

Balance: It’s not just about being a leader, but how you lead. In order for things to change, you have to stand up. You need to find balance in 
your life. Leadership isn’t about you – it’s about how you defuse the situation and challenge the thinking at the same time. How you talk to 
others about others plants seeds – you can convey a message positively without being disrespectful. Be open to having a conversation about 
difficult topics, and keep an open mind to others’ ideas – you may learn something in the process. Things are not black and white; true 
leadership is in the gray area.  

He then asked the youth six questions. He told them the the first three were for a $100 cash prize, but they had to know the answer without 
looking at their phones. 

Question 1. What was the brand of suit and shoes that Martin Luther King Jr. was wearing on the day he was assassinated? The group looked 
at him like he was crazy, and he laughed and said, that’s all right, I don’t know either.  

Question 2. What brand of purse was Rosa Parks carrying on the bus? Again, they are thinking he is crazy, and no hands went up, because, 
really, who knows the answer to that question? 

Question 3. How many followers does LeBron James have on Twitter? Some went for their phones, but he called them on it quickly and said 
they had to know immediately. OK, the money round is over, and we have three more questions. 

Question 4. By show of hands, how many of you have heard, either from parents or in school, about Martin Luther King Jr. and what he did 
during the Civil Rights movement? All hands went up. 

Question 5. By show of hands, how many of you have heard, either from parents or in school, about Rosa Parks refusing to give up her seat 
on the bus? Again, all hands went up.  

Question 6. How many of you know that LeBron James has started a school to educate children? About half the room raised their hands. 

Then he told then that they had taught him something just then, and it was a powerful learning moment. 

You won’t be remembered for your clothes, shoes, or number of followers on Twitter. You will be remembered for the actions you 
take and what you do in your life. 

This is a message we all need to consider. It is not just for our youth, but also for our elders, and everyone in between.  

The things I learn when working with the Chi Rho/CYF sometimes are reminders of how to live, and sometimes they are life changing. This 
speaker, who I was ready to blow off because he was a hip-hop artist, changed my life and left me with questions that I am still thinking 
about.  



https://bridgeportchristianchurch.breezechms.com/form/9e7994  
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Date Greeters Worship Leader Elder Worship & Wonder AV Booth 

2/5  Ted Sloan’s Team Ted Sloan  Ron Kelien   Donna Long & Kirk Shepherd 
(Parable of the Great Pearl)  

Larry Hayden & Tommy Smith  

2/12  Ted Sloan’s Team Annette Hayden Larry Hayden  Karen Averill & Denisha Dodge-
Summerour (Parable of the 
Sower) 

 Wayne Begin & Tommy Smith  

2/19  Ted Sloan’s Team Diane Dominick Ronda Sloan  Anita Bolen & Kirk Shepherd 
(Parable of the Good Samaritan) 

Larry Hayden & Tommy Smith  

2/26  Ted Sloan’s Team Linda Wilson  Don Flinn  Donna Long & Laura Begin (The 
Lenten Puzzle) 

 

Wayne Begin & Tommy Smith 

Calendar of Events 
2/5– 10:00 am Sunday School 
          11:00 am Worship 
          4:30 pm  Choir Practice 
           5:00 pm Youth  
2/6– 11:00 am  Membership Meeting (Zoom) 
          4:30-7:00 pm Evangelism Meeting (Zoom) 
2/7—2:00 pm Helping Hands Meeting 
          6:00 pm Education Meeting  
2/8– 7:00 pm Board Meeting 
2/12—10:00 am Sunday School 
          11:00 am Worship 
          12:00 pm Souper Bowl Party 
          4:30 pm  Choir Practice 
2/18– 6:00-9:00 pm Parents Night Out 
2/19—10:00 am Sunday School 
          11:00 am Worship 
          4:30 pm  Choir Practice 
2/20– 2:00 pm Bible Study 
2/22– 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service 
2/23– 6:00 pm Men’s Group 
2/26-10:00 am Sunday School 
          11:00 am Worship 
          4:30 pm  Choir Practice 
          5:00 pm Youth  
2/27– 2:00 pm Bible Study 
2/28– 5:30 pm Book Club 
 



Worship  Service  

Opportunities 

Facebook  - www.facebook.com/
bridgeportchristian 

YouTube  - www.youtube.com/channel/
UCsZ84Pu5U2KkzvKR26U_VTg 

Who is Bridgeport Christian ? 
Founded in 1846, Bridgeport Christian 
strives to serve God and our community 
in the best way we know how. We are a 
certified Green Chalice Congregation and 
an Open & Affirming Congregation of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
the United States and Canada. 

Bridgeport Christian Church 
175 Evergreen Road 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
http://bridgeportchristian.org 
Phone: 502.223.1165 
secretary@bridgeportchristian.org 
pastor@bridgeportchristian.org 

Staff 

• The Rev. Ann B. Shepherd, 
Pastor 

• Valerie Drake, Admin. 
Assistant 

• Laura Foley, Music Director  
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Christian  

Church 

Scriptures and Topics For February  
Feb 5 – Psalm 37:16-18; Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29 – The Golden Rule 

Feb 12 – Psalm 84:1-7; Matthew 13:24-43 – Parables of the Kingdom 

Feb 19 – Psalm 41:7-10; Matthew 16:24-17:8 – Transfiguration 

Feb 26 – Psalm 32:1-2; Matthew 18:15-35 —Forgiveness 


