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Minister’s Moment
Lent is a season that is about fasting
and preparation and self-reflection. It
is modeled on the 40 days of fasting
and prayer that Jesus spent in the wilderness before he began his formal
ministry. It begins with Ash Wednesday and goes until Easter Morning.
And, for the second year in a row, we
will be doing much of our
journey online and in safe,
socially distant ways. And
even though it is different, it
can and will be spiritual and
fulfilling.
We will have an opportunity to participate in an Ash
Wednesday spiritual discipline on February 17. You can
find more information about
the Ash Wednesday later in
the newsletter. And the Membership Committee has purchased devotional books this year that will help
us as we journey through this season.
The devotion is called “Go to Jerusalem” and it is set up to invite us into
journeying to Jerusalem with Jesus.
The description of the book says, “In
these daily devotions for the 40 days

of Lent and Holy Week, pastor and
scholar Mary Alice Mulligan
leads us on a self-reflective journey
to discover what it really means to
follow Jesus. As you journey to Jerusalem, you’ll reflect on the scriptures
in which Jesus calls on his Disciples to
leave everything and follow him, is
baptized and announces
his ministry, predicts his
own death, clears the temple and pledges to rebuild
it in three days, and proclaims God’s love for all.”
This year, with all the
things we have been
through, I want to encourage you to take on the
spiritual discipline of journaling along with the devotional and see where the
Spirit leads us. Let us all use this season of Lent as a way to re-center ourselves within the Spirit of God. And
may God continue to bring you all
blessings on the journey.
Peace,
Ann

A Green Chalice and
Open & Af1irming
Congregation of the
Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
since 1846

Bridgeport Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
175 Evergreen Rd.
Frankfort, KY 40601
http://bridgeportchristian.org
502-223-1165
Inside this issue
Special Service Planned
Bio on Pastor Rick Smith
New Thurs. Book Study
Ash Wednesday Labyrinth
Holy Week Planning Underway
YouTube Worship
HHC Mee(ng Info
Week of Compassion
Know the Flow! Youth Ac(vity
Calling Women of Faith!
Call-in Op(on for Worship
175th Anniv. Upcoming Events
Book Club February Choice
The Gi6 of Comfort Cont’d
Hat, Glove, Scarf Goal
Ways to Give
Calendar of Events
Birthdays
Thank You Notes
Scriptures, Topics, Volunteers

2
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
7
7
7
8

New Thursday Book Study
Begins Soon

Special Service Planned
for Feb. 21
By Ronda Sloan
As part of Bridgeport Christian Church’s 175th
anniversary, a special morning worship service has
been scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 21.
Rev. Rick Smith of the historic Second Christian
Church in Midway will be the guest minister for the
service. This 175th anniversary event also is an observance of Black History Month.
Believed to be the oldest Black Disciples of Christ
congregation in the region, if not the nation, Second
Christian was started in 1832. According to the Kentucky Historical Society (KHS), its first minister was
a slave who took a familiar Disciples of Christ name
— Alexander Campbell — after being purchased for
$1,000 by a white Christian Church in Midway with
the understanding that he would serve as minister
for the Black church. Under Campbell’s leadership,
the congregation flourished and added hundreds of
members.
The KHS said the original wooden structure,
which also served as a school, was burned in 1868. It
was rebuilt as a log structure and eventually replaced by the present brick building in 1906.

Pastor Rick Smith
Born and raised in Detroit, MI to James Arthur
and Rosa L. Smith, Pastor Rick Smith is the youngest of nine children and comes from a line of God
fearing men and women. He accepted his call into
ministry in January of 2006 at East Second Street
Christian Church (D.O.C.) under the care of Pastor
Donald K. Gillett II. While at East Second Street he
served as a worship and praise leader, and later was
guided into the Evangelism Ministry; his responsibilities were to reach out to those in the community
as well as inspire a welcoming atmosphere within
the church. In this role God grew his heart for not
only God’s people, but for those desperately in need
of a fresh revelation of who God is.
He served two term as Vice President of
B.U.I.L.D. (Building a United Inter-Faith Lexington
through Direct Action) and also served on the Site
Based Decision Making Counsel at Leestown Middle
School of Lexington as a parent rep. Pastor Smith
was commissioned on the Oct. 28, 2012 by the
Christian Church (D.O.C) at East Second Street
Christian Church. In November of 2013, he was installed and now currently serves as the Senior Pastor
of Historic 2nd Christian in Midway, KY. Pastor
Smith lives in Lexington, KY and is lovingly married
to his wife of 23 years Janiene, and has two teenaged
blessing from God in Richard M. Smith II and Rosa
Elaine Smith. To know about his ministry he’ll say,
“God has called me to comfort the afflicted, with his
love; and by that same love, afflict the comfortable.”
Pastor Rick Smith is striving to be a AAA shepherd:
a man Approved, Anointed and Appointed by God.

You Can’t Ask That!: 50 Taboo Questions
About the Bible, Jesus, and Christianity
Thursdays at 2:30 pm on Zoom
Starting 2/11/2021
Schedule of topics
♦ 2/11- Is there a right or wrong way to read the Bible?
(page 33)
♦ 2/18 – How can a God be all-loving yet allow people to be
thrown into hell? If people have to be Christians to go to
heaven, what happens to all of the people born before Jesus or who never hear about his ministry? (pages 13 & 66)
♦ 2/25 – Why haven’t any new books been added to the Bible in almost two thousand years? Is there a chance that
any new books will ever be added? Why or why not?
(page 21)
♦ 3/11 – What does the Bible really say about homosexuality? Can you be LBGTQ and be a Christian? A minister?
More denominations and Christian communities are welcoming LGBTQ people, as well as ordaining LGBTQ as
ministers. Is this really possible? (pages 13 & 137)
♦ 3/18 – How do we reconcile Old Testament command for
vengeance (eye for an eye) with Jesus’ command to turn
the other cheek and love our enemies? (page 29)
♦ 3/25 – In John 14:6, Jesus says, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” Do people have to choose to follow Jesus to
go to heaven? And what does it mean to choose his way?
(page 83)
♦ 4/1 – I hear Christians say all the time that, good or bad,
everything happens for a reason. What about genocide?
Famine? Rape? What could the reason possibly be? Does
there have to always be a reason? (page 159)
♦ 4/8 – If all Christians basically believe the same thing,
why do they have so many different denominations? And
if there are so many denominations struggling to survive,
why don’t they just combine with other ones? (page 148)
♦ 4/15 – Why would God send Jesus as the sacrificial lamb
of God, dying for the sins of the world, instead of just destroying sin or perhaps offering grace and forgiveness to
the very ones created by God? Why does an all-powerful
being need a mediator anyway? Did God abandon him?
Did Jesus believe God wanted him to be crucified? (pages
73, 103, & 123)
♦ 4/22 – Where does the idea that so
many Christians and political leaders maintain about the United
States being a Christian nation
come from? Do all Christians believe this? (page 1620)
You can purchase the book by contacting Pastor Ann or by purchasing it
from Chalice Press https://
chalicepress.com/products/you-can-task-that-50-taboo-questions-about-the
-bible-jesus-and-christianity?
_pos=1&_sid=14b481c2d&_ss=r
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Ash Wednesday Labyrinth
one who walks the labyrinth keep a mask
on at all times and walk in your stocking
Ash Wednesday looks a little different
feet. At the end of each time slot, anythan it has in years past. But, as always,
thing that needs to be sanitized will be.
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the
If you have any questions or would like
season of Lent, a time of reflection and
to sign up, but do not have access to do
searching, a time of going deeper in our
so
life of faith. And this year, since it is not
online,
safe to impose ashes as we normally do,
please
we can still have a moment to come and
contact
symbolically begin the journey.
the
Our labyrinth will be set up in the felchurch
lowship hall on Ash Wednesday, Februoffice.
ary 17, from 9 am to 2 pm and 5 pm to 9
pm. We are asking that everyone who
comes to walk the labyrinth to schedule
a time using this sign-up genius link
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4CA9A72DAAFFC25ashwednesday . You may sign up as an
individual or in your family group, but
we don’t recommend more than 3 people
use the labyrinth at one time. Each time
slot is for 30 minutes. We ask that everyBy Pastor Ann Shepherd

Remember that you
are dust, and to dust
you shall return.

Holy Week Planning
Underway
By Laura Begin
The Worship Committee will be
meeting soon to plan Holy Week
activities. If you’d like to help plan
activities, please call or text Laura
Begin at 502-744-1882.

Helping Hands Circle
February Meeting
Scheduled
Monday
Feb. 1, 2021
6:00 PM

YouTube Worship Access
and Asking for Subscribers
By Pastor Ann Shepherd
Did you know that you can log on to Bridgeport Christian’s YouTube channel and view past worship services? It
is a simple as going to https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCsZ84Pu5U2KkzvKR26U_VTg .
Also, when you are there, subscribe to our YouTube
channel! Once we get 100 subscribers, we can create a
custom link for our channel so people can find us more
easily. All you need to subscribe is to sign up for a free
YouTube account, which is connected to google. Please
consider subscribing to our channel.
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Here is our Zoom meeting
information:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88321857771?
pwd=NkNCZlZ3UDAvTWhIN2pmWlpHTENtd
z09
Meeting ID: 883 2185 7771
Passcode: 112877

Know the Flow!
Youth Activity

Week of
Compassion
Submitted by Sissy O’Brien
Dear Church,
Since last year, our world has seen significant
change and experienced much suffering. Recordbreaking fires on the west coast of the U.S.
devastated communities and burned millions of
acres. An extremely active hurricane season brought
destruction to the Gulf Coast. A massive explosion in
Beirut displaced thousands of individuals. And all of
these events were compounded by a global pandemic.
We are living in a time of great uncertainty. And yet,
even with so much that is unclear about the future,
one thing is certain: through this ministry of our
wider Church, your compassion is at work.
Even during a pandemic, disasters continue to
happen. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic impacted
every area of our personal and communal lives. In
the same way, it also touched every area of the work
of Week of Compassion through sustainable
development, disaster relief, and refugee support.
Because of your faithfulness, in 2020 alone, Week of
Compassion provided nearly $3 million for responses
all over the world. With so many in need, your
compassion is more important than ever.
The reality is that 2021 will bring many of the
same challenges—as well as some new ones.
Disasters will continue to occur. Displaced
populations remain vulnerable. And hundreds of
millions of people around the world struggle under
the weight of poverty. But thanks to your support,
Week of Compassion will continue to respond.
Events of the past year have show us that, even in
times when we cannot be physically together in one
place, your offerings to support Week of Compassion
continue to strengthen our church’s presence all over
the world: providing water to the thirsty, food for the
hungry, and hope for the weary.
When you share your gifts to Week of
Compassion, you “Let Love Flow.” Your generosity
ensures that, even in the midst of uncertainty, the
transforming power of compassion continues to
change the world.
From Week of Compassion Staff
To donate, visit weekofcompassion.org.

How much water does it take to run your household? Let’s find out! With your parent or guardian, see if
you can find a water bill. It will show you the number of
gallons or liters your house used last month. Divide that by
the number of days in the month. The average U.S. family
uses about 300 gallons (1200 liters) per day.
1 How does your family compare? In many places
where Week of Compassion is helping love to flow, families
have to walk more than 3 miles and carry every gallon.
Each gallon of water weighs 8.5 pounds. With a friend, test
to see how many pounds you can carry in a backpack. Can
you carry 10lbs? 20lbs? Once you think you know, calculate
how many trips you’d have to make to get your family’s daily water usage. Wow! It could be a lot of trips, even if other members of your family helped! That’s why supporting
Week of Compassion water projects makes such a difference! When we help provide a water source for a community, the people who live there can safely access water much
closer to home. They don’t have to spend so much time
traveling and carrying water, so they have time for other
things: like going to school, and spending time with their
family.
Now that you know how many trips it would take, with
your family or friends consider making a contribution
based on that number to your Week of Compassion offering.
You could make an offering based on:
• Your average usage of gallons per day. Could you give a
penny, a nickel, a dime, a quarter or even a dollar for
each of those gallons? What a difference it would make!
• The number of trips you would have to make to meet
your household needs if you carried all your water
yourself. Pick an amount that’s right for your gratitude
and that will help others!
Money isn’t the only way to “let love flow.” People
around the world, including in the U.S. and Canada, are
living with water supplies that are unsafe or not affordable.
Could you write a letter to the congressperson or senator in
such an area asking them to make sure there is clean water
for everyone? Your letter might make a difference for a
family in need.
Adapted from Week of Compassion website
1According

to the United States Environmental Protection Agency, “How We Use Water.”
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Mark Your Calendar

Calling Women of Faith!
By Betty Martin
Celebrate your unique life story in a new way, in
the loving presence and support of other faithful
women. Spiritual Director Lisa Maas will guide us
through a creative and fun journey…one that will
help us contemplate the word “home”, appreciate
who we are as God’s beloved creation and explore
the richness of where and who we "come from.”
We will gather on Zoom on Thursday, March
11 and March 18 from 6:30 - 8 pm. There will be a
little homework between sessions.
This is a church sponsored event. Seating is
limited! You must be registered to participate.
Please register online at
www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/
aK7mhayAZ64P3wLx9i3G45
or by contacting Betty Martin at 502-803-0858.

Book Club February Choice
By Ted Sloan
Book club met on Tuesday to discuss “The
Queen’s Gambit” by Kentucky author Walter Tevis.
We enjoyed the story, based in Kentucky, of an orphan who becomes a chess prodigy, and we thought
the recent Netflix miniseries mostly stayed true to
Tevis’ 1983 novel. We noted that Beth succeeded
with the support of key people in her life – the janitor at the orphanage who taught her to play chess,
her adoptive mother, her best friend from the orphanage, and her chess rivals who coach her to victory against the world champion.
We were pleased to welcome back a couple of old
friends of the club. We hope all will be back and
more will join us in the months to come.
For February, we will read “The Liar’s Dictionary,” the light-hearted debut novel by Eley Williams. Our March book will be “A Separate Peace,” a
coming-of-age story set in the early years of World
War II, by John Knowles.
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Upcoming Events for the 175th Anniversary
Year of Celebration
As we move through the year, please watch the monthly
Bridge newsletter and Wednesday Email Blast for event
details.
♦

April - Earth Day/Earth Stewardship Sunday—Special
worship service and we will donate 175 trees to areas
ravaged by fires.

♦

May - BCC Day at Cane Ridge—either in-person or virtually.

♦

June - Collection of 175 food items for the Franklin
County Food Pantry and bench dedication.

♦

July - A patriotic celebration and a recognition of the
contribution of men throughout BCC’s history.

♦

August - Collection of supplies for young people who
attend the Kings Center.

♦

September - The annual GreenStock celebration will
recognize the congregation’s 175 years of service to the
community.

♦

October - Donation of 175 handmade plastic mats. See
page 3 for instructions on how to begin this project
now.

♦

November - Big weekend celebration! On Saturday,
Nov. 6, we will host an ice cream sundae party for the
community. The service on Sunday, Nov. 7, will feature
a guest speaker and commissioned music. Immediately
following the service, we will share a catered fellowship
meal.

♦

December - Special BCC 175th anniversary Christmas
ornaments will be available for sale.

Call-in Option for Worship
We have a phone number for the call-in option. The Meeting
ID and Password for all Sundays in February will remain the
same. Below is how to access the call-in option for Worship
at 11am on Sunday mornings.
1. Call 1-301-715-8592 at 10:59 am or so on Sundays by
using any kind of phone that can call long distance.
2. You will hear a recording which will prompt you to dial
the Meeting ID 895 4649 4510.
3. After recorded message, dial #
4. After this, you will be asked to enter the
password: 068564. After entering this, you should be
on the call and able to hear all of the worship.

The Gift of Comfort Cont’d…
Whole bag loops make for
thicker, more comfortable
mats.

Braided strips woven together

By Annette Hayden
In the January Bridge, we called
for volunteers to create sleeping
mats for the homeless via crocheting. In response, we have received
several calls and suggestions. One
suggestion from Eileen Cakowski,
Don Flinn’s wife, is to weave/braid
the mats. This is an alternative to
crocheting for those of us who struggle with that particular skill.
Eileen suggested a YouTube video
called “Plastic bag rug without Crocheting”(www.youtube.com/watch?
v=AVDDN93qGj0). It’s very informative and easy to follow. All you
need to do is cut the bottoms and
handles from the bags. No further
cuts are needed. The bag itself becomes a loop of plarn (plastic yarn).
The plarn is then looped together,
braided into strips, and woven together to make a 30” x 60” mat.

Volunteers Needed in Two
Areas
We would like to thank everyone who has donated recycled
plastic grocery bags for this
project. We now have several hundred that need to be prepared for
crocheting or weaving.
Sorting/Cutting: Sort bags by color. Two colors are needed per mat.
Using sharp scissors or a utility
knife, cut handles and bottoms from
bags. Stacking bags in groups of 10
or so speeds the process. (Scraps
can be recycled at Kroger inside
main entrance.)
If you can volunteer to
work on the bags already
collected, contact Annette Hayden at 502-330
-9174.
If you are collecting bags,
it would be helpful to cut
the bags prior to delivering them to church. Perhaps this can be a family
project or youth project.

Hat, Glove, Scarf Goal Exceeded!
Congratulations Bridgeport!
By Annette Hayden
Our January Hat, Glove, Mitten and Scarf Drive was a
huge success. Our goal of collecting 175 items was met and
exceeded. As of January 24, 208 items were delivered to
the Sunshine Center,
Women’s Shelter,
and Men’s Shelter.
Thank you to all who
participated in this
effort to bring
warmth to those in
need. God Bless You!

Weaving/braiding or Crocheting: These techniques are available
on YouTube videos as mentioned in
this article and in the January
Bridge. To volunteer to make mats,
contact Annette Hayden.
This project is one of our monthly
175th Anniversary celebrations and is
scheduled to be completed during
October. Due to the amount of time
needed to make each mat, it’s necessary to begin now to make our goal
of 175 mats. The winter months are
a good time to devote to this project.
Won’t you help us give the gift of
comfort to someone less fortunate?

Completed Sleeping Mat

Ways to Continue Your
Giving to Bridgeport
Christian
1. Mail in your Tithes and Offerings! Mail is
checked every day and deposits are made once a
week. Our address is 175 Evergreen Rd.,
Frankfort, KY 40601.

2. Use our new locked drop box, located by the side
door of BCC! Our Administrative Assistant and
our Treasurer will be the only ones with keys to
the box.

3. Give using the Givelify app or website at
https://giv.li/s2znli.
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Birthdays
•
•

Feb. 1—6:00 pm Helping Hands Circle Meeting on Zoom
Feb. 7—10:00 am Ripped from the Headlines on Zoom
11:00 am Worship on Facebook Live, call-in option
5:30 pm God Squad on Zoom
Feb. 10—7:00 pm Administrative Board Meeting on Zoom

•
•
•
•
•
•

Feb. 11—2:30 pm “Questions” Book Study on Zoom

•

Feb. 14—10:00 am Ripped from the Headlines on Zoom
11:00 am Worship on Facebook Live, call-in option
5:30 pm God Squad on Zoom

•
•
•

Feb. 17—Ash Wednesday

•
•

Feb. 18—Lent Begins
2:30 pm “Questions” Book Study on Zoom

•

2/1—Carleigh Parr
2/3—Mary Clayville
2/5—Ginny Burton, Lucy Eddins
2/8—Nathan Minter
2/9—Suzanne Hensley, Angie Kendall
2/10—Wendy Riley, Kirk Shepherd
2/12—Annette Hayden
2/14—Jack Marston
2/15—Chris Hayden
2/16—Jan Thornton
2/17—Samantha Harrod
2/20—Ivy Van Sickel
2/22—Tyler Harrod, Hadleigh Flynn
2/26—Ted Sloan
2/28—Sissy O’Brien

Feb. 21—10:00 am Ripped from the Headlines on Zoom
11:00 am Worship on Facebook, call-in option
5:30 pm God Squad on Zoom
Feb. 23—5:30 pm BCC Book Club Meeting on Zoom
Feb. 25—2:30 pm “Questions” Book Study on Zoom
Feb. 28—10:00 am Ripped from the Headlines on Zoom
11:00 am Worship on Facebook, call-in option
5:30 pm God Squad on Zoom

Dear Friends,

Dear BCC Family,
Thank you for the prayers, calls,
cards and offers of food following the
death of our brother, Larry Flynn.
Once again reminding us that we
have the best church family ever! Your love and support was greatly appreciated.

We are in receipt of your contribution to the Resource Office of Social Ministries (ROSM). With your
financial help, we are able to provide assistance to those in our community who are in need.
Thank you again for your continued support of ROSM.
Sincerely,
Cindy Owens
Executive Director, ROSM

Sincerely,
Sissy O’Brien and Donna Hedges
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Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for all
the love and support during
this time. All the food, cards
and prayers were very much
appreciated. We miss all of
you and hope we can be together again soon.
Love,
Karen and Tracy Averill

Who is Bridgeport Christian ?
Founded in 1846, Bridgeport Chris-

Scriptures, Topics, & Volunteers for February

(an strives to serve God and our
community in the best way we know

Date

Scripture

Theme

Worship Leader & Elder

how. We are a cer(ﬁed Green Chalice Congrega(on and an Open &
Aﬃrming Congrega(on of the Chris(an Church (Disciples of Christ) in

Feb. 7

Luke 7:1-17

Raising the Widow’s son

Ronda Sloan, Don Morse

Luke 9:28-45

Transfiguration

Jeff Pratt, Donna Long

Feb. 21

Unknown

Guest Preacher:
the Rev. Rick Smith

Anita Bolen, Larry Hayden

Feb. 28

Luke 13:1-9, 31-35

Lament over Jerusalem

Debbie Rodgers, Ronda Sloan

Feb. 14

the United States and Canada.

Worship Service
Opportunities
Facebook www.facebook.com/
bridgeportchristian
YouTube www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCsZ84Pu5U2KkzvKR26U
_VTg
Call-in—See instructions on
page 5 of this newsletter

Bridgeport Christian Church
175 Evergreen Road
Frankfort, KY 40601
http://bridgeportchristian.org
Phone: 502.223.1165
secretary@bridgeportchristian.org
pastor@bridgeportchristian.org

Staff
•

The Rev. Ann B. Shepherd, Pastor

•

Hollis Rosenstein, Dir. of Music

•

Paula McQuate, Admin. Assistant

•

Lorrie Devers, Dir. of Children’s
Worship

Bridgeport
Christian
Church

