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 Recently, I was talking to the minister at First United Methodist after a ROSM board meeting, and 
he told me about an interesting book that he was introduced to at a conference. He went on to tell me 
more about the book and that he is leading a study on it at his church. The book is called “Canoeing the 
Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory” by Tod Bolsinger. I was fascinated by the premise 
of the book and decided to order it right away. 

 And I am glad I did! The main premise of the book is based on what happened to Lewis and Clark 
as they traversed the Louisiana Purchase in search of a water route for trade to the Pacific Ocean. When 
they got to what we now know as the Rocky Mountains, they assumed that the mountains would be like 
the Appalachian Mountains that they were used to. They thought that all they had to do is crest the top of 
the mountains and they would encounter a water route of some sort that they could put their canoes on 
and make their way to the Pacific Ocean. What they discovered is that when they got to the top of the 
mountain, there were just more mountains! There wasn’t a water route in sight, and now they not only 
had to figure out how to continue to traverse the mountains, but also what to do with the canoes. 

 As we move into a new season in the life of Bridgeport Christian Church, both post-COVID and 
post-fire, I believe that it is important that we learn, discuss, and create new ways for us to reach out into 
the community, as well as do ministry together. We live in a world now where the church is no longer the 
center of community life. We live in a world where people are deconstructing their faith and trying to 
figure out who God is in new ways. We live in a world where Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights are 
no longer “sacred.” And we have to adapt. 

 Starting October 12, our elders will be doing a 5-week study of the book “Canoeing the 
Mountains.” It is my hope that this will give us a jumping-off point into discussing how we can do ministry 
in uncharted territory. If you have ideas for a ministry opportunity or a program idea for Bridgeport, please 
reach out to one of the elders. This is not something we can do alone. 

 It is my hope and prayer that, by working and dreaming together, we can bring life and vitality to 
our church and look forward to our next 175 years. As always, it is an honor and a privilege to serve as 
your minister. 

 

Peace, 

Ann 









Date Greeters Worship Leader Elder Worship & Wonder 

10/1 Ginny Burton’s Team  Annette Hayden  Larry Hayden Jackson Campbell  & Donna Long  

10/8 Ginny Burton’s Team Diane Dominick 
 

Ronda Sloan Jackson Campbell & Laura Begin  

10/15 Ginny Burton’s Team  Ted Sloan  Donna Long Jackson Campbell  &  Anita Bolen  

10/22 Ginny Burton’s Team  Brenda O’Brien  Betty Martin Jackson Campbell & Kirk Shepherd 

10/29 Ginny Burton’s Team  Don Flinn Sissy O’Brien  Jackson Campbell & Karen Averill  

 

          Bible Study Scriptures and Topics  

 Date Scripture Topic 
Oct. 9 Deuteronomy 30:19-20a Everything Happens for 

a Reason 
Oct. 16 Psalm 10:14b, 17-18a; 

Psalm 18:6, 16; Psalm 
121:1-2 

God Helps Those who 
Help Themselves 

Oct. 23 1 Corinthians 10:13; 
Psalm 46:1-2 

God Won’t Give You 
More than You Can Han-
dle 

Oct. 30 Deuteronomy 23:12-14 God Said It, I Believe It, 
That Settles It 

Nov. 6 Matthew 7:1-5 Love the Sinner, Hate 
the Sin 



Who is Bridgeport Christian ? 
Founded in 1846, Bridgeport Christian 
strives to serve God and our community 
in the best way we know how. We are a 
certified Green Chalice Congregation and 
an Open & Affirming Congregation of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
the United States and Canada. 

Worship  Service  

Opportunities 

Facebook  - www.facebook.com/
bridgeportchristian 

YouTube  - www.youtube.com/channel/
UCsZ84Pu5U2KkzvKR26U_VTg 

Bridgeport Christian Church 
175 Evergreen Road 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
http://bridgeportchristian.org 
Phone: 502.223.1165 
secretary@bridgeportchristian.org 

Staff 

• The Rev. Ann B. Shepherd, Pastor 

• Valerie Drake, Admin. Assistant 

• Laura Foley, Music Director  

• Jackson Campbell, Children &  Youth 
Coordinator 
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Date Scripture Topic 

10/1 Mark 12:26-27a;  Exodus1:8-2:10; 3:1-15                       Moses and God’s Name 

10/8 Mark 12:28-31; Deuteronomy 5:1-21; 6:4-9 Hear, O Israel 

10/15 Mark 3:33-35; Ruth 1:1-17; 4:13-17 The Story of Ruth 

10/22 Mark 11:8-10; 2 Samuel 5:1-5; 6:1-5; Psalm 
150 

David Anointed King 

10/29 Mark 10:42-45; 1 Kings 12:1-17; 25-29 Kingdom Divided 


